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Build on successes of the River Star School
and Youth Program of the Elizabeth River
Project.  

3) Produce a DVD for youth and adult
audiences. The typical American child spends
five and a half hours a day consuming media
outside the classroom.  A DVD will keep pace
with today's communications. The DVD
should personalize the benefits and problems
of the Elizabeth River. 

4) Expand the Elizabeth River Project's
website, www.elizabethriver.org, to promote a
menu of easily accessible stewardship 
opportunities.  Track participation via the web. 

5) Elizabeth River Project and University
of Virginia establish the Learning Barge as the
nation's only floating classroom on a steel-
deck barge, featuring a living tidal
wetland and off-the-grid power
from the sun and wind.  The
Learning Barge should provide
environmental education for K-12
students, teachers and the public and
serve as an icon for marrying the
environment and the economy. Move the
barge among restoration sites. Offer an SOL
related menu of learning activities including
teacher training.   

6) Open Paradise Creek Nature Park as an
education center providing public access on 40
acres of conserved mature forest and restored
wetlands.  Elizabeth River Project, City of
Portsmouth, Virginia Port Authority and other
partners should complete the park. 

7) Standardize a 
proactive plan to enlist the
support of administrative
and elected officials for
funding and other needs to
support this plan. 

8) Expand the reach of
Princess Elizabeth, the
education character 
re-enacting the British 
royalty for whom the river
was named in the 1600s.
Augment with a speaker’s
bureau.  

9) Foster public 
appreciation and protection
of the Elizabeth River

through public
access including
water trails in all
four cities.
Provide 
education 
markers at 

existing trails such as
Elizabeth River Trail in
Norfolk, Elizabeth River
Water Trail in Virginia
Beach and Blue Way Trail
in Norfolk.  

10) Establish a 
signature annual event,
RIVERFest, supported by
a volunteer auxiliary group.   

Princess Elizabeth, for whom the river was
named, returns to promote awareness. 

Paradise Creek Nature Park will provide a regional center for education and recreation related to the Elizabeth.  



Watershed Action Team 2008

Diana Bailey, US Army Corps of Engineers (Ret.)
Kenneth Bailey, TetraTech

Brian Ballard, Chesapeake Planning Department
Michael Barbachem, URS Corp.

Danny Barker, HRSD
Fred Bashara

Clay Bernick, Virginia Beach Environmental Management
Pam Boatwright, Elizabeth River Project  

Barbara Bodenstein, Elizabeth River Project 
Kristie Britt, VA Department of Environmental Quality

Will Bullard, US Naval Station Norfolk
Jim Cahoon, Bay Environmental

John Carlock, Hampton Roads Planning District
Commission

Kirk Clarkson, Elizabeth River Project Board
Howard Copeland, Attorney

Joseph D'Silva, Norfolk State University
Frank Daniel, VA Department of Environmental Quality

Daniel Dauer, Old Dominion University
John Deuel, Norfolk Environmental Commission

Paul Dickson, Dominion Virginia Power
Harry Diezel, Virginia Beach City Council

Kevin Du Bois, Norfolk Environmental Services
Franklin Dukes, Institute of Environmental Negotiation

Robin Dunbar, Elizabeth River Project  
Jean-Marie Eagler, Chesapeake Environmental

Improvement Council
Jonathan Essoka, US Environmental Protection Agency

Christy Everett, Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Roger Everton, VA Department of Environmental Quality

Michael Ewing, BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair
Steve Freeman, Hess Corp.

Mike Fritz, US EPA Chesapeake Bay program

Simeon Hahn, US Environmental Protection Agency
Tim Hare, CH2M Hill
Todd Herbert, MSA

Sherry Hiemstra, Civic Leader
Noah Hill, VA Department of Conservation and Recreation

Mike Host, Consultant
Ted Henefin, HRSD

William Hunley, HRSD
Marjorie Jackson, Elizabeth River Project  

Gerald Johnson, South Norfolk Civic League
Milt Johnston, VA Department of Environmental Quality

John Keifer, City of Norfolk
Catherine King, US Environmental Protection Agency

Dave Koubsky, Elizabeth River Project 
Jeff Lape, Chesapeake Bay Program

Demetria Lindsay, Portsmouth Health Department
John Maher, City of Portsmouth

Mark Mansfield, US Army Corps of Engineers
John McCloskey, US Fish and Wildlife Service

Jim McConathy, VA Dept. of Environmental Quality
Britt McMillan, Malcolm Pirnie

Chris Moore, Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Ray Moses, NOAA (Ret.)

Allison Mouch, Institute of Environmental Negotiation
Michael Nickelsburg, US Navy (Ret.)

Maria Nold, VA Department of Environmental Quality
Lynda Northern, Chesapeake Public Schools
David O'Brien, VA Institute of Marine Science

James Oliver, Former Portsmouth City Manager
Bert Parolari, VA Department of Environmental Quality

Judy Perry, Elizabeth River Garden Club
Mary Picardi

James Pletl, HRSD

Josh Priest, Naval Facilities Engineering Command
Walter Priest, NOAA Restoration Center
Emma Ramsey, Elizabeth River Project 

Joe Rieger, Elizabeth River Project  
Ronald Ritter, Earl Industries

Catherine Roberts, Western Branch Middle School
Joseph Rule, Old Dominion University

Louis Ryan, Attorney
Barbara Sasser, Elizabeth River Project 

Adrienne Sawyer, Chesapeake Public Schools
Craig Seltzer, US Army Corps of Engineers

Heather Smith, I.C. Norcum High School
Karla Smith, Western Branch Intermediate School

Paylor Spruill, Truxton Development
Karen Squires, Elizabeth River Project Board

John Stewart 
Skip Stiles, Wetlands Watch

Dorie Stolley, Back Bay Wildlife Refuge
Randy Sturgeon, US Environmental Protection Agency
Joseph Thomas, US Army Corps of Engineers (Ret.)

Andrew Thuman, HydroQual
Michael Unger, VA Institute of Marine Science

Wolfgang Vogelbein, VA Institute of Marine Science
Landon Wellford, Portsmouth Planning
Theresa Whibley, Norfolk City Council

Patricia Willis, Chesapeake City Council
Heather Wood-Mantz, VA Port Authority

Jay Woodward, VA Marine Resources Commission
Ross Worsham, Atlantic Wood Industries

Teri Young, Portsmouth Department of Health
Bob Zentz, Musician

Special thanks to this team of diverse stakeholders and technical experts for preparing this consensus plan.

Watershed Action Team 2008 represented all walks of life, from government to citizens, science and industry.
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Deep Creek Central
Elementary School
Skylar Campbell
Abbey Cassin
William Cooke
Oriana Diggs
Cole Draper
Zachary Fairchild
Faith Harvey
Nikayla Lewis
Julia Limbach
Justice Njawe
Patrick Smith
Alyssa Young 

Deep Creek Elementary
School
Katelin Brunner
Nathan Cosedine
Autumn Eddy
Oshay Edwards
Mila Harinandan

Haileigh Houser
Cheyenne Leadbetter
Ryan Miller
Patrick Muse
Hunter Purdue
Kiana Shaw
Shane Sykes
Craig Sloan
Nicholas Thompson

E.W. Chittum Elementary
School
Alexander Amory
Ashley Christenbury
Chris Cox
Caroline Davis
Cailin Drain
Drew Felland
Ryan Fraley
Ethan Greve
Jada Hastings
Chad Heidleberger
Allison Hildeberge

Christine Huynh
Courtney Huynh
Evan James
Ethan Kimball
Cole Kirmes
Amanda Lavender
Zachary Lee
Shawn Lirette
Jon Nyenhuis
Kaylee Osborne
Kayleigh Rice
Matt Rudisill
Kendall Staggs
Tori Stevenson
Trevor Styron

Western Branch
Intermediate School
Collin Adams
Jenna Alman
Ethan Andrews
Kellie Combs
Elizabeth Eller

Margaret Ennen
Ian Gustafson
Duncan Guthrie
Ashley Hall
Kaleb Hinman
Kurtis Hinman
Aliah Hoq
Kalan Hurdle
Alexander Jones
Trent Jones
Kirsten Langlois
Amanda McRacken
Sydney Martin
Emily Parsons
Jeffrey Russo
Prem Sathiamoorthy
Sydney Stallings
Allie Styron
Johni Thompson
Beau Whiddon
Katherine Winslow
Abigail Zane
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These gifted third-graders from Chesapeake Public Schools shadowed the Watershed Action Team in its planning efforts, 
conducting complementary research and community outreach projects.

Green Team Members 2008

The River of the Future belongs to this generation. Chesapeake’s “Green Team” chose the river otter, “Slider,” for the plan’s poster animal.

Karla Smith



Watch for the playful river otter to track progress
with implementing this plan. Hunted to extinction

in 20 states, the river otter (Lutra canadensis) is still
sighted, but not often, on the Elizabeth.  Otter needs
match many of the objectives in this plan:

- High metabolism creatures, river otters (Lutra
canadensis) require a diet of plentiful turtles, fish and
crabs - reflecting goals to restore wildlife through
improved water quality in the Elizabeth.

- The habitat for river otters includes wetland
grasses for cover and mud banks for dens, mirroring
goals to restore a greener shore.

"Otters seem to disappear from heavily polluted
waterways," says Stephen Living, Watchable Wildlife
Biologist, VA Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries in Chesapeake.  "Smart development that
leaves natural corridors and preserves wetland areas
will benefit this species."

Chesapeake third-
graders recommended
the river otter as the
poster species for
tracking the return the
Elizabeth.  Join the
fun:  Report otter 
sightings at 
www.elizabethriver.org. 

Poster Animal:  The River Otter

L - One of two otters that Judi Overbey spotted playing on her dock
on the Lafayette Branch of the Elizabeth in 2008.  “They were just
having a ball.”  R - Otters can stay under water up to 8 minutes. Virginia Living Museum

What Can You Do?
Sign up today to be part of the river revolution.  

www.elizabethriver.org
The Elizabeth River Project
High Street Ferry Landing

475 Water Street, Suite C103A
Portsmouth, VA 23704
757-399-RIVR (7487)

Judi Overbey




