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The Elizabeth River Project’s Learning 
Barge, the world’s only floating wetlands 
classroom, sailed through its first two months 
of instruction with glowing reviews from 
teachers and students. In fact, nearly every 
teacher’s assessment was a perfect 10. The 
biggest exception was a chart-busting 15.

“Oh my goodness,” one Norfolk Collegiate 
faculty member wrote. “I’ve been teaching for 
a lot of years and I’ve been on a lot of field 
trips, but I’ve never been on a field trip so 
engaging, so much fun, and so educational.” 

 “Just Awesome!” a 5th grade teacher from 
Ocean View Elementary concluded.

The Learning Barge, a solar powered 120-
by-32 foot environmental lab, was designed 
by the University of Virginia School of 
Architecture and made possible through key 

support by Dominion Virginia Power and 
you, our loyal supporters. The vessel was 
christened Sept. 14 with a sprinkle of fresh 
water. The first field trip came aboard Oct. 
2 – and since then, field trip opportunities for 
school year 2009-10 have sold out, with a 
waiting list. More than 1,300 students from 
19 schools in the first two months learned 
first-hand how their actions can improve the 
Elizabeth River.
 
“They taught me something with value,” 
student Aaron wrote. “Now I am yelling at 
my parents to recycle and don’t use much 
fertilizer and rain is the only thing for the 
drain. Also scoop the poop, because we 
have a big, fat bulldog and he eats three big 
scoops of food two times a day.”

This spring and summer, more than 50 
schools are booked with more than 4,500 

students. And the Elizabeth River Project is
adding a family opportunity this summer,
with the River Star Families pilot program. 
Training opportunities for families (singles to 
seniors, not just folks with children) will be 
announced soon.

Better Than Perfect
Learning Barge Scores High with Teachers

Students take an active role on the Learning 
Barge in discovering what lives in the river 
and how to help. Here, Norfolk Collegiate 

students pull up a fish trap.

The royal launch - “Princess Elizabeth,” educator for Elizabeth River Project, welcomes guests to the 
world’s first floating wetland classroom on christening day for the Learning Barge.

You have to earn your wash water here on 
the Learning Barge.



mudflats is the newsletter of The Elizabeth River 
Project, a membership-based non-profit working to 
restore the Elizabeth River through government, business 
and citizen partnerships.  “Mudflats” refers to that 
slippery, biologically active zone where land and water 
meet, symbolizing our search for common ground.

www.elizabethriver.org
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Ken Burns calls 
our national parks 
“America’s Best Idea.” 
With his new PBS 
documentary, he 
makes a magnificent 
case for our own 
park-in-the-making, 
Paradise Creek Nature 
Park. 

Burns reports that his film team was 
“principally drawn to the fact that, for the 
first time in human history, land – great 
sections of our natural landscape – was set 
aside, not for kings or noblemen or the very 
rich, but for everyone, for all time.” 

The 40 acres of wild shore on Paradise 
Creek, a tributary under transformation 
on the Elizabeth’s Southern Branch, will 
be a municipal and not a federal park. But 
Paradise Creek Nature Park, like those 
Burns profiled, will be the product of people 
persisting against the odds, inspired by the 
same great idea. 

From the perspective of the Elizabeth 
River Project, there must be places on the 
shoreline where people can fall in love with 
the river, if we are to inspire stewardship. 
 
“Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, 
places to play in and pray in, where Nature 
may heal and cheer and give strength 
to body and soul alike,” the PBS special 
quotes naturalist John Muir. 

From the perspective of the City of 
Portsmouth, the nature park will add 
precious acreage to its dearth of green 
space. Portsmouth has only 350 acres of 
parks when the standards dictate 1,000. 

In 2003, our park was nothing more than 
the idea of a planning team who thought 
people would protect Paradise Creek if they 
had access to appreciate it. The site had 
to be studied, surveyed; the city convinced 
to accept and operate a new park; the $1.4 
million raised to buy the waterfront land. 
Now we are more than half-way into raising 
the $800,000 or so needed to open Phase 
I by 2012 and have hired Clough Harbour 
Associates to prepare the final design.  
  
Burns set out to follow “the ideas and 
individuals that have created this uniquely 
American thing called the national parks, an 
invention we now take for granted…”  

I salute so many of you, donors, educators, 
government officials, naturalists and more, 
who are making a reality of one of our 
best ideas for inspiring appreciation of the 
Elizabeth River.
      
Download video from The National Parks, 
America’s Best Idea, at PBS.org. Visit 
paradisecreekpark.org to learn more about 
our new park.

Our Nature Park-
More of “America’s Best Idea”
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From the 
Executive Director
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Pam Boatwright remembers when she got 
what sounded like a very humble offer. The 
manager of Elizabeth River Terminals on the 
Elizabeth’s Southern Branch wondered if the 
Elizabeth River Project might be interested in 
helping with what he described as “this little 
area that might be good for wildlife habitat.”

Wow, wasn’t it.

This past summer, the bulk material terminal 
and Elizabeth River Project completed the 
largest voluntary wetland restoration yet on the 
river – 6.8 acres, counting the reforestation of 
the shore. The sprawling new wetland helped 
win Kinder Morgan/Elizabeth River Terminals 
the highest level of recognition, Model 
Level, at our annual luncheon for River Star 
businesses on Jan. 28.

Also reaching Model Level in the River Star 
program was Virginia Zoo – in part for a 
significant restoration of tidal wetland grasses 
on its shores. 

All told, 30 facilities were recognized at this 
year’s luncheon, together with past achievers 

reaching a new grand total of 215 million 
pounds of pollution reduced since 1997 and 
1,043 acres of wildlife habitat restored or 
conserved.   

Elizabeth River Terminals volunteered its 
shore for excavation to wetland elevations and 
planting of more than 40,000 native plants and 
2,126 trees and shrubs, complimenting our 
offshore clean up of contaminated sediments 
at Money Point. 

The terminal also has done its part to reduce 
pollution, building a storage facility with a 
covered and computerized loading system that 
reduced product waste by 400 tons a year.

Meanwhile, the Virginia Zoo completed a 
half-acre wetland restoration at a high-visibility 
location with educational signage along its 
main parking area, removing old rubble and 
planting 9,000 native wetlands grasses, trees 
and shrubs. The zoo has added two additional 
environmental exhibits, an Eco-Garden and 
children’s rain garden.

Top River Stars Bring Back Wetlands

Mark Schneider of the Virginia Zoo helps plant 
wetlands along the Lafayette River.

Phil Stedfast of Elizabeth River Terminals gives a thumbs up to the new wetland planting at Money Point.



4

From tugboat companies to shipyards and department stores, it 
seems everybody wants the Learning Barge to be safe and sound for 
the 60 students who come aboard each session.

The ship repair community, especially, has rallied to adopt 
maintenance of the 120-foot barge, the largest environmental 
education vessel on the lower Chesapeake Bay. 

“The ship repairers are already some of our stars in reducing 
pollution on the river, so it is extra special to have them care so 
much about education of the children as well,” said Marjorie Mayfield 
Jackson, Executive Director, Elizabeth River Project.

After cold weather ended the first field trip season in December, 
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair – the largest private yard on the 
Elizabeth – whisked the Learning Barge away by tug for donated 
winter storage and fine-tuning, including adding 40,000 pounds of 
ballast.

Colonna’s Shipyard has pledged to haul out the Learning Barge 

every two years and paint the bottom – donated services valued at 
$20,000. Ireland Marine and Crofton Diving have already moved the 
barge by tug (she has no motor), and Crofton is donating a regular 
schedule of dive surveys of the bottom. Earl Industries is helping with 
maintenance painting and other guidance along with PPG and 3M. 
Matherne Marine Design donated design of the barge hull and is now 
providing free help with maintenance oversight.

Lowe’s – sponsor of the River Lab aboard – has been donating 
routine supplies on a monthly basis.

Better still, the association with the maritime community is turning the 
innovative vessel into “yet another learning opportunity,” notes Robin 
Dunbar, program manager. Virginia Ship Repair Association plans to 
use the Learning Barge for apprentice classes.
  
Such stewardship from river professionals is more than heartening. 
It ensures your donations can be focused on providing the 
groundbreaking programming that students and teachers are finding 
so satisfying.

Ship Repairers Adopt Learning Vessel
Maritime Community Rallies ‘Round Barge

Bay Towing and BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair move the barge to be winterized.

John M.R. Bull, VMRC    
John Bull lives in Hampton, where he routinely swims, fishes and 
kayaks on the Chesapeake Bay. He has been the director of public 
relations for the Virginia Marine Resources Commission since June, 
2007. Before that he spent 23 years working at 8 newspapers, most 
in his native Pennsylvania. His last journalism job was at the Daily 
Press in Newport News, where he did investigations and covered the 
General Assembly.

Bull is one of two newly elected members of the Board of Directors of 
the Elizabeth River Project. 

“This plays right into my love of our state’s natural resources,” he 
said. “The fact of the matter is that the Elizabeth River problems are 
not confined to the Elizabeth River.” 

Welcome to the Board
Lauren V. Wolcott, CPA, P.C. 
Lauren Wolcott lives on the Lafayette River in the home where her
husband, lawyer Eddie Wolcott Jr., was raised. He remembers when 
you could swim in the river, she said. “It will be nice to restore it to 
the way it was years ago.”

She grew up in Bristol, Tenn., water skiing and boating on South 
Holston Lake, where you could drink the water without reservation.	
Wolcott moved to Hampton Roads after graduating from the 
University of Virginia. Three years ago she began her own firm 
providing accounting, tax and business consulting services.

Wolcott, 53, also serves on the boards of Norfolk Collegiate School, 
the American Red Cross of Southeastern Virginia and the Horizon 
Circle of the Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters.”



5

With lawns growing like gangbusters, 
your natural reaction may be to start 
spreading the fertilizer.

Spring is actually a bad time to be 
pouring nutrients on that grass. A 
quick boost now is like using candy 
for energy. Sure, your lawn will 
perk up, but it won’t be healthy – or 
permanent. If you must fertilize, fall 
is the best time to apply because 
it doesn’t encourage such quick 
growth and weak roots. 

In addition, spring rains can wash 
all your chemicals down storm 
drains before they have a chance to 
even seep into the soil. Every year, 
hundreds of thousands of pounds 
of nitrogen is applied to Hampton 

Roads lawns. Much of it winds up in 
storm water runoff and contributes to 
algae blooms and fish kills.

Check weather forecasts, if you 
are determined to use chemical 
fertilizers, and aim for a prolonged 
dry period after application. Be 
sure to read the directions, most 
folks mistakenly believe more is 
always better. And don’t spread it on 
walkways or other hard surfaces. It’s 
a waste of money and a sure bet to 
wind up in the waterways. 

Better still, think about replacing 
all or parts of your lawn with native 
plants. They won’t need help to 
thrive in local conditions. 

Green Lawn Care -  
Resist the Urge to Splurge

River Star School students grew native wetland grasses in the classroom and  
then planted them at the Virginia Zoo and other sites on the Lafayette River.   

Native species need less fertilizer and help restore the shoreline.

Celebrating 
New River Star 
Achievements
The Elizabeth River Project’s River Stars program 
aids and recognizes the business and government 
organizations who are voluntarily leading the way to 
restoring our river.
 
Since the program was begun in 1997, River Stars 
have reduced pollution by 215 million pounds and 
restored or conserved 1,043 acres of wildlife habitat. 

Congratulations to those who joined or progressed in 
the River Stars program in 2009. They were:

Advancement to Model Level:
   • Kinder Morgan/Elizabeth River Terminals
   • Virginia Zoo

Advancement to Achievement Level:
   • Christ & St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
   • Maersk Line, Limited 
   • Marine Hydraulics International 
   • Perdue Chesapeake Plant

Entry into program at Commitment Level:
   • Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council 
   • Chesapeake Parks and Recreation 
   • Chesapeake Public Works 
   • Chesapeake Sheriff’s Office 
   • FamilyCare Organic Land Care 
   • Knitting Mill Creek Yacht Club 
   • Luck Stone 
   • Norfolk Yacht & Country Club 
   • Waterside & Nauticus Marinas

Sustained Distinguished Performance
   • Accurate Marine Environmental 
       (Achievement Level)
   • BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair (Model Level)
   • Chesapeake Arboretum (Model Level)
   • Dominion Virginia Power, Chesapeake Energy        
       Center (Model Level)
   • Hermitage Museum & Gardens (Model Level)
   • Hess Corp. Chesapeake Terminals 
       (Achievement Level)
   • HRSD (Model Level)
   • Norfolk Environmental Commission (Model Level)
   • Norfolk Stormwater Management Program 
       (Commitment Level)
   • Renaissance Portsmouth Hotel 
       (Commitment Level)
   • SPSA – Waste to Energy Facilities, Refuse 
       Derived Fuel Plant (PLUS Recertifying at  
       Model Level)
   • US Coast Guard ISC Portsmouth (Model Level)
   • Virginia Beach Eastern Branch Greenway 
       (Commitment Level)
   • Virginia Port Authority (Model Level) 

Recertification
   • NOAA Marine Operations Center – Atlantic 
       (Model Level)
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$100,000 & Above
Dominion Virginia Power
Living River Restoration Trust
Lowe’s Charitable & Educational
     Foundation
US Environmental Protection Agency 

– Targeted Watershed Initiative 
Grant

Virginia Dept. of Conservation &
     Recreation – Recreational  

Trails Grant

$50,000 to $99,999
Chesapeake Bay Funders Network
Dollar Tree Corporation
FishAmerica Foundation &  
     American Sportfishing  
     Association
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation  
     – Lasting Legacy Grant
National Oceanic & Atmospheric 
     Administration
The Norfolk Foundation
US Environmental Protection 
     Agency – Community Action for 
     a Renewed Environment

$25,000 to $49,999
Bradley Family Fund of the Norfolk 
     Foundation
Environmental Protection Agency  
     – Education Grant
Norfolk Southern Foundation
Louis F. & Prudence Ryan
Luck Stone Foundation
Virginia Dept. of Game & Inland 
     Fisheries
Virginia Environmental Endowment

$10,000 to $24,999
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair
Beazley Foundation
Joan & Macon Brock Fund of the 
     Virginia Beach Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Atlantic Dominion Distributors/
     Hoffman Beverage Company
Colonna’s Shipyard
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad M. Hall 
HRSD’s Environmental 
     Improvement Fund
CAPT & Mrs. Michael Nickelsburg,  
     USN (ret.) 
Maersk Line, Ltd.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Meredith, Jr.
NiSource Charitable Foundation
TowneBank Foundation
Wachovia Foundation
W.F. Magann Corporation

$2,500 to $4,999
Sherry Hiemstra & Decker Anstrom
FamilyCare Senior Solutions, Inc.
David & Susan Goode
Kaufman & Canoles, P.C.
Portsmouth Community Foundation
Rendezvous Mile Marker Zero 
Joyce & Peter Schmidt
SunTrust Foundation
Virginia Ship Repair Association

$1,000 to $2,499
Accurate Marine Environmental, Inc. 
Diana Bailey
Amy & Larry Bernert
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Blakey
Judge & Mrs. John E. Clarkson
The Hon. & Mrs. Howard E.      
     Copeland
Mr. & Mrs. B.G. Cottrell V

Joe & Janet Covington
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua P. Darden, Jr.
Peter G. Decker, Jr.
Giant Cement of Virginia, Inc.
HDR Engineering, Inc.
Eleanor & Sandy Harris III
Heritage Bank
Gayle Hicks
Ireland Marine, Inc.
Jim & Tricia Izard
Kitty Whitman & Louis Jaffe
Jeanne S. Johnston
KITCO Fiber Optics
BB Schenk & L. Robert Layton
Mrs. Oriana M. McKinnon 
Bonnie & Wick Moorman
Norfolk Dredging Company
Kathleen & Anne Redfern
Margaret W. Redfern
The Hon. Debbie & Ronald Ritter
Roseland Property Company, Inc.
James L. Rowe, Jr.
S.L. Nusbaum Realty Co.
Toy D. Savage, Jr.
Donald W. Seale
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Shannon
Conrad & Anne Shumadine
COL & Mrs. Joseph Thomas  
     USACE (ret.) 
Town Point Yacht Club
Virginia Pilot Association
Virginia Port Authority
Mark and Michelle Warden
Waverton Associates, Inc.
Jane & Sam Webster
Dan & Sharon Welch
Western Branch Diesel
Rolf & Beth Williams
Dr. & Mrs. Carl P. Wisoff

$500 to $999
Dr. Joyce Neff & Dr. Robert Ake
Saundra Winstead & Thomas  
     St. Andre
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bradley
John M.R. Bull
Nancy L. Clark
Andrew & Jane Cole
Mrs. Gloria M. Creecy
Kathy Hill
T. Parker Host, Jr.
David Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Leinbach
Lyon Shipyard, Inc. 
RADM & Mrs. Ray Moses,  
     NOAA (Ret.)
Josh & Karen Priest
Dawn & Ike Prillaman
Dr. Joseph H. Rule
Stihl, Inc. 
Ashlin & Wayne Wilbanks

$499 & Under
Daniel P. Abbott
Chris Abelein
Kenneth L. and Anne H. Ablett
Robert A. Affeldt
David Alexick
Michael and Nancy Alston
CAPT Lawrence G. Anderson,  
     USN (RET)
Vivien Anderson
Mason Andrews
Sabine Andrews
APM Terminals Virginia
Mary Lupe Arana
Mary Austin
Peter Baar
Mike Bacle 
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Bacon, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Bacon

Nils S. Bahringer
C. Linn Baiker
Faye Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Baker
Elise M. Balcom
Matthew Baldwin
Dottie Ballard
C. Allan Bamforth, Jr.
Brad J. & Babbi J. Bangel
John and Evelyn Bankos
Gary Barlow
Richard F. Barry III
Jeannie S. Bartlett
Margaret Bashara
Richard Bauer
Bay Bridge Enterprises, LLC
Claire Beasley
Elizabeth F. Beasley
Michael Bechelli
Doug Beckmann
Gretchen Bedenbaugh
RADM Charles J. and Susan Beers
Terrell Bennett
Joanne Berkley
Joseph Berryman
Angela M. Bettis
Rosalyn & Samuel Bieber
Paul Bigelow
Veronica Burkhardt Birdsong
Barry C. Bishop
Guy E. and Mary L. H. Bishop
James Bishop
Wendy Bley
Paul & Kitty Boatwright
Barbara Bodenstein
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Bohan
David Boling
Gerald L. Boone, Jr.
George F. Borjes
Barbara E. Boslego
Frederick A. Bounds, Jr.
Richard and Sandra Bowie
Thomas W. Bozard
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Brandriff, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm P. Branch
Howard L. Brantly
J. Hunter and Lois L. Brantley
Earl F. Bray
Dr. Rebecca D. Bray
Alice E. Brette
Elizabeth A. Brichter
Julia Atwater Bristow
Mary Dame Broad
John & Penny Brock
Jack Brockman
Connie Wentz Broecker
Anne Brooke
Dr. George W. Brown, Jr.
Mary Perkins Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Townsend Brown, Jr.
Harvey L. and Donna L. Bryant
Paul R. Buckwalter
James and Anne Bugg
William Bunch
C & F Properties II
C & M Industries, Inc.
Robert M. Burchette
Meriel C. Burgess
Laura R. Burnham
Hunter Burt
Anne Cahill
Robert E. Calimer
Linda Cameron
David L. Campbell
Frank T. Campbell
Edward H. Cannon
John Arrigo & M. Anne Carney
Mr. & Mrs. Preston Carraway III
CJ Carroll III

Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Chamberlayne
Wendell D. Chambers
Warren W. & Gayle A. Channel
Bruce R. Cherry
Roy W. Cherry
Centenary United Methodist
Centerville Waterway Marina
Christopher Clark
Martin T. Clowdsley
Warren Richard & Lynn Cobb
Mr. & Mrs. Coleman
Dr. Lawrence Colen
Rev. Ellen Comstock
Darla Coon 
Gertrude V. Colligan
W. Claiborne Coupland
Kelly A. Craig
Allan & Annette Crandall
Dr. Y. Creteur-Dexters 
Noel & Crile Crisler
Elizabeth & Samuel Crockett 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Parker Cross, Jr.
Caron Crouse
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Cunningham
Betty Cyrus 
Donald M. Dale
Frank & Susan Daniel
Dr. Daniel Dauer
Charles T. Deary
Page McGaughy & Dr. Del Delcambre
Jane L. Dembert
Martha P. Dewing
Nancy N. Diggs 
Dan Dills
Elizabeth Smith & Fred Dobbs
Jay K. Dooling
Lynn Doran
Merrill H. & Dabney H. Dorman
Richard Dorson
Cathy Dowrick
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Duckett
Roy & Carol Dudley
Marguerite W. Duncan
Gene H. Edwards III
William B. Eley
Anne Elliott
Nanette K. Emmerich
Ken & Linda Engler
Mr. Reid Ervin
Anne Estes 
Monty & Vickie Evans
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Evett
Express Marine, Inc.
Gloria S. Farquharson
Annette S. Field
Paul & Marie Finch
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Fine
Phil Flanagan
Fleet Printing, Inc.
Carolyn Flowers
Charles H. Ford
R. Malcolm & Martha Frances Fortson
Steven T. Foster
Linda Founds
Joseph R. & Pauline K. Frease 
Eric Freeman
Allen J. & Frances S. Fuller
Rowena J. & Peter Fullinwider
CAPT. Leslie Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence W. Frost
The Furry Godmother
George & Marjorie Galeota
Rima Gallagher
Clyde K. Gantt
Garden Club of Norfolk
Melody J. Gardner
Anne F. Garrett
James & Barbara Garrison
Robbyn Gayer

Rex Gerard
Carolyn Gettier
Philip O. Geib
Robert J. Gies
Wilson T. Gilbert
Walter F. Gilchrist, Sr.
Ed Giles
Lloyd B. Gill
Phillip Gillette
Paul & Barbara Shreckhise Gillooly
Rachel L. Gilpin
Robert W. Given
Alan E. Gollihue
Howard & Sandra Gordon
Robert & Sharon Goumas
Cyrus W. Grandy V
J. W. & Anne Grandy 
Nathaniel T. Green
David & Leigh Greer
Mary E. Grubb 
Sandra & Butch Guthrie
Martha S. Guyon
Francis & Elizabeth Hall 
Walter Haltigan
Jim D. Haluska
Steve Hammond
Susan Taylor & Robert Hansen
Alice S. Harding
William S. Hargroves 
Willie A. Harris
Robert Hasler, Jr.
Charlotte C. Hawks
Dr. & Mrs. Robert K. Heide
L. W. Hemenway, Jr.
Louis H. Henry
Dr. & Mrs. R.B. Henry, Jr.
D. Lucy Spigel Herman
Patrick W. Herman
Hermitage Foundation Museum
James & Kaye Herndon
Barbara V. Hester
John Hickerson
Mr. & Mrs. Gladstone M. Hill
Catherine M. Hillegass
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Hindle, Jr.
Ted & Missie Hinson
Alma L. Hogge
Heather Hollowell
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Host III
Joyce Howe
Jodi J. Howell
Margaret W. Hubbard
Susan T. Hubbard
M. Franklin Hudgins
John & Lida Hudson
Claus Ihlemann
Jackson & Marion Intlehouse
David & Gail Iwans
Marjorie Mayfield & Robert Jackson
Marshall & Jean Jackson
Cathy D. Janes
Ed Johnson
Elisabeth & James Jones III
George M. Jones
Jeremy B. Jones
Susan L. Jordan
Bronwen Joyner
Gerald L Julian, Jr.
John M. Keifer
Huib & Ankie Keizer
John E. Kennedy
Tom Kennedy
Christine Kent
Kerr Environmental Services
Mary Ann & Jim Kincaid
Cynthia L. Kilpatrick
Audrey King
Ray & Kathy King
Randolph & Angela Kirkland

  Elizabeth River Project Grantors, Members & Donors 
Contributions to The Elizabeth River Project received July 22, 2009 - January 31, 2010
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Mr. & Mrs. John A. Kise
Lee Kitchin
Kiwanis Club of Pungo
Alexis Koelling
Paul A. Kotarides
Calvin Kroll
Frederick J. Kuhn
Rhonda & Gregory Kunsch
Dr. Albert Y. Kuo
Laura Lafay
Sue Landerman
Jim & Susan Lang
Mike & Cindy Lane
Andrew & Ann Larkin
Las Gaviotas Garden Club
Dr. Page R. Laws
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon J. Leavitt
Foy B. Lewis
Claire L. Liebert
L. David Lindauer
C. J. & Marcia Lindemann
A.C. & Milfred Lipford
Paul M. & Ellie Lipkin
Elizabeth Lloyd 
Joe & Shirley Leafe
Preston Lloyd
David & Julia Dorsey Loomis
Barry E. Long
Steve Long
Cornelia B. Lusby
Cary J. Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur A. Macconochie
Anne A. Madden
William T. Madden
Margaret Magruder
Eugene F. Maleski
Anne S. Maloney
Michael P. Manicchia
Eileen Mandel
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Mann
Jack Manning
Map Environmental, Inc.
Rita M. Marlier
David P. Marquette
Edmond & Maureen Norton Marroni
Don Marshall
Eleanor Marshall
William Marslender
Rosi Martin
Steven Martin 
Jacque Dessino & Eric Matherne
William Matuszeski
Maury High School
David Maynard
Mark Hayes & Karen L. Mayne
Michael D. McCarron, C.S.
Michael & Andria McClellan
McCormack & Puryear Jewelers
Robert McCullough
Kenneth McDonald, Jr.
McLean Contracting Company
Carlye Mcginley
Horace Williams & Patricia McMichael
James McNally
Michael McPhillips
Capt. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Meek
Mary Moore & Bill Mellen
Thomas H. & Jaqueline Meurer
Edward T. Miles
Eugenia Miller
James L. Miller
Dr. Julius S. Miller
Joan A. Miller 
Ralph W. & Judith M. Miner, Jr.
Eddie & Sandra Mitchell
Margaret O. Mitchell
Carol M. Montgomery

Richard D. & Mary L. Moore
Grace Moran
Glenwood & Cynthia Morris
Madalyn Morris-Grimes
Kenny & Christina Morton
Douglas Moses
Gary & Suzanne Moss
C.B. & Martha Mottley
John D. Munford
Mickie Nance
Nat’l Assn. of State Budget Officers
Peg Neil
Laura Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. James Newsom
Daniel L. Nichols
John Noles
Kevin W. Noonan
Norfolk Oil Transit, Inc.
Jim Nottingham
Mr. Sidney L. Nusbaum II
Dr. Donald Nuss
Brian D. O’Neil
Mr. & Mrs. William Oast III
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Oberle
Philip Ogram
Daniel A. Omahen
Kendall & Rebecca Osborne
Robert S.B. & Frances D. Ossman
Deborah E. Otis
Thomas C. & Mera Beth Oudersluys
Grover C. & Margaret M. Outland, Jr.
Richard G. Parise
Louis Partida
John M. & Mollie A. Payne
John Y. & Ellen R. Pearson
James M. & Carolline M. Penney
Johanna N. Perakes
Margaret S. Perdue
Cyndy Perkins
Mark & Karen Perreault
Stephen & Judy Perry
John E. Peters
Leland Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Phillips
Dr. Raleigh Phillips
Inger Pincus
Mr. H. E. Pitt, Jr.
Portsmouth Executives Club
Charles & Anita Poston
Jean D. Powell 
Rob & Kathy Powell
Walter I. Priest III
Primm, Inc.
Anne Prince
Mr. & Mrs. William Prince
The Hon. Elizabeth M. Psimas
David Holmes & Claire Puckett
Gray & Sharon Puryear
Art Quarnstrom
Bill & Judy Rachels
Dr. & Mrs. Harry E. Ramsey, Jr.
Joseph Reagan
Ann D. Reed
Rebecca Reid
Karen H. Richards
Mary F. Richardson
Terry A. Riley
River Walk Garden Club
Col. & Mrs. J.W. Peyton Robertson
Paul Rogers
Martha Rollins
Mr. & Mrs. Walter R. Rooks
Cynthia Root
Dr. & Mrs. Al Roper
Douglas & Judy Rose
Denise G. Ross
Noreen M. Rossi

Lennart & Catherine Rothman
Carol & John Rowe, Jr.
Dr. Craig Ruetzel
John W. Ruffin
Dr. and Mrs. Willcox Ruffin, Jr.
Jean Rutherford
Meredith B. Sabol
C. Latane Sale
Nancy H. Salyer
Florence K. Samuels
David & Angela Savage
Frank & Madelyn Sawyer
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Schaefer
William Sheppard & Annie H. Schafer
Elizabeth A. Schon
Peter L. Schulman
A. Kenneth Scribner, Jr.
Dr. Catherine I. Sears
Thomas H. & Gayle F. Severn
Dottie & Gene Seward
Mark & Debra Shawnik
Jennifer Shea
Dr. William R. Shealy, Jr.
Ann Shippee
Vickie Shufer
Henry Shriver
Dr. William Simonson
Elizabeth Skopik
Alexander P. Smith
Alisa Smith
Arthur & Helen Smith
Roy E. Smith, Jr.
Stephen E. & Wendy Bradfield Smith
Edward B. Snyder
Wayne & Jennifer Solomon
Mr. & Mrs. H.B. Spear III
Charles Speight
Dr. Valerie Stallings
Robert Stamper
Steven & Kathleen Stasulis
Mark A. Stearns
James Stecher
Philip & Sarah Stedfast, Jr.
Raymond E. Stephens
Brenda Staab
Emory & Chris Stafford
Mrs. Ralph M. Stokes, Jr. 
Capt. Ron Stoops
John D. Stewart
Dr. John R. Stewart, Jr.
Steve’s Auto Sales
Martha Stewart
Roberta Stewart
Drs. Gordon & Kerri Stokes
Alan C. Stringer
Mr. Eric L. Stringfield
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne E. Stroud
Clyde Sundberg, Jr.
David & Millie Sullivan
James V. & Margaret Sullivan
David K. & May Scott P. Sutelan
Carol Lee Sutherland
George & Nancy Sutcliffe
Carol N. Sykes
John H. Tandy, Jr.
Tim & B.J. Taylor
Carter & Carvel Taylor-Valentine
M CAPT John P. Tazewell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Temme, Jr.
Peter G. & Jo-Anne P. Tempest
Anthony M. Thiel
Russell J. Thorne
Claude “Okie” Thompson
Denise S. Thompson 
Kevin & Karlee Thomson
Stormy Thorson
Byron D. Tracy

Dr. & Mrs. Patrick Thrasher
Barbara Torpey
Adm. & Mrs. Harry Train
Lt Col. & Mrs. Charles Triplett
Christine Truman
Charles F. & Helen W. Tucker
Henry C. Turner
Tom Tye
Michael A. Unger
Luther J. & Ellen Upton III
Ellen Vanos
Randy & Mary Vaughan
P. Edmond Virgili
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Vollbrecht
Lisa Wadsworth
Hon. Dr. Ella Ward
The Ware Company
Elizabeth Waters
Ray & Sherron Weber
Herbert Weiner
Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. Weisberg
Marshall A. Weissberger
Paul West
Dale C. Wheary
Edith R. White
Rebecca O. White
Robin J. White
Morton Whitlow
H. Waller Whittemore
Miss Ginna Wilbanks
William D. Willey, Jr.
Marsha Lynn Wilkins
Sunshine Williams
Blair Willis
Susan C. & Steve Willis
Patricia Willoughby
Larry & Twila Wilson
Cristina Wineinger
Carrie Winn
Mr. & Mrs. William Winn
Dr. Melvin H. Winter
Miles J. Winters, Jr.
Carol Wilson
Hugh and Joyce Wood
Mary Wood
Mr. W.M. Wolf
Courtney Worrall
Edith Wright
Anna H. Yarashus
Pat Yeiser
Wayland W. Yoder IV

In Memorial
Bob & Dorothy Clifford
Ann Hardemon Fort
Elizabeth Harvey
Morris Henry Roberts, Jr.

Event Sponsors
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair
Carrie B Harbor Tours
Chesapeake Bay Art Association
Earl Industries, LLC
Elite Seats
FamilyCare Senior Solutions, Inc.
Farm Fresh
Green Alternatives
HDR Engineering, Inc.
HRSD’s Environmental Improvement   
     Fund
Portsmouth Sherriff Department
Renaissance Portsmouth Hotel
Riverview Gallery
Roseland Property, Inc.
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line
Sasser Construction

Skipjack Nautical Wares & Marine  
     Gallery 
TowneBank Foundation
Travel Designers, Inc.
Virginia Pilot Association
Virginia Port Authority
Waverton Associates, Inc.

In-Kind
Amore Restaurant
Andrew Carney Photography
Angry Adam’s
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair
Ken & Diana Bailey
Bardo Edibles & Elixers
Baron’s Pub
Pamela Boatwright
Janey & Bobby Bray
Stephen Brown
Brutti’s
Chesapeake Arboretum
Chrysler Museum
Judge & Mrs. John E. Clarkson
Crofton Industries
Doody Calls
Earl Industries, LLC
East Coast Steel Fabrication
Either Ore Jewelers
Effingham St. YMCA
FestEvents
Flagship
Goodman & Company
Gosport Tavern
Hi-Ho Silver
The Hurrah Players
The Leaping Lizard
Logan Raye’s Key West Grille
Matherne Marine Design
McCormick & Schmick’s
Montgomery Grill
RADM & Mrs. Ray E. Moses
Nauticus
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Neikirk
CAPT & Mrs. Michael Nickelsburg
Norfolk Botanical Gardens
Old Dominion University Athletics
Old Dominion University Sciences
Olde Towne Bakery & Café
PF Chang’s
Portsmouth Museums
Princess Elizabeth
Progressive Graphics
River Stone Chophouse
Rock Star Parking
Roger Brown’s Restaurant & Sports Bar
Sasser Garst Design
Stove
Still
University of Virginia
Vintage Tavern
COL & Mrs. Joseph Thomas
Virginia Aquarium
Virginia Ship Repair Association
Virginia Symphony
Wild River Outfitters

Workplace Giving 
Campaigns
Valerie Burkett
Paul E. Dickson
Walter G. Ehmann
Stephen Reader
Marilyn Schluter
William P. Schumacher

  Elizabeth River Project Grantors, Members & Donors 
Contributions to The Elizabeth River Project received July 22, 2009 - January 31, 2010

Elizabeth River Project members and donors are vital to the success of our organization. We appreciate each donation and have worked to ensure every one made within the listed 
timeframe is acknowledged here. We regret any unintended omissions. Please look for acknowledgement of 2010 United Way donations in the next issue of Mudflats.
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Portsmouth “ought to have about 1,000 acres of parks, by 
standards,” said Mike Morris, the city’s director of parks and 
recreation. Instead, the city has only 350– one reason that 
Morris was excited to be part of a day-long session to prepare 
the final design for Phase I of Paradise Creek Nature Park.

Not only will the park conserve one of the last stands of mature 
forest on the Elizabeth River, it will restore 11 acres of tidal 
wetlands and, ultimately provide a one-of-a-kind outdoors 
museum of river restoration, with public art including a “tidal 
garden,” “earthworks mound” and a boardwalk at tree canopy 
height.

Paradise Creek Nature Park will add 40 precious, waterfront 
acres of public park in Portsmouth.

Thanks to your generous donations, The Elizabeth River 
Project in December was able to hire one of the top park 
designers in Virginia, Clough Harbour Associates, to complete 
the final design for Phase I of our coming oasis for education, 
conservation and restoration. Adjusting to the current economy, 
The Elizabeth River Project is now planning the park in two 
phases.  

The initial phase is planned to open by 2012. It will offer two 
miles of nature trails, interpretive signage, minimal parking and 
access roads – all designed with a goal of zero stormwater 
runoff. Funding includes a $125,000 Virginia Recreational 

Trails grant and $50,000 from the Hampton Roads Community 
Foundation.

The second phase is slated for completion by 2014 and will 
include an off-the-power-grid interpretive center, education 
pavilions, the interpretive public art pieces, a children’s 
playground, rain gardens and other innovative demonstrations 
of environmental sustainability.

The creek is a tributary of the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth 
River near the Jordan Bridge. The park represents the public 
piece of more than 250 acres of restoration and conservation 
on Paradise Creek since Elizabeth River Project began work 
there in 2001. Directly across the creek, the U.S. Navy is 
transforming contaminated landfills into a 70-acre wildlife 
Mecca.

Dottie Wyatt has lived nearby for many years. After participating 
in the January planning “charrette,” she described the 
upcoming park as “an environmental blessing to all of us -- a 
place to play, a place to learn and a place to get a breath of 
fresh air.”

Maersk Line, Limited and Old Dominion University are just two 
community groups helping with volunteer work to prepare the 
park for opening. Find out how you can help! Contact Emma 
Ramsey, eramsey@elizabethriver.org.

Paradise Creek Nature Park
Final Design Plans Firm Up for Phase I

ARTIST RENDITION: When the park is finished in 2014, a kayaker entering Paradise Creek will pass 
under a wooden bridge that allows visitors to walk a complete loop around the wetlands. The Victory 

Pavilion and a sculptural Tidal Garden will be along the shoreline to the west.


